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1957 WORLD CONVENTION SITE: LONDON

lLondon was voted more than three to one
over Berkeley, Californis. as the alte for
the 1857 World Sclence Fiction Convention.
finnlly justifying the title. The annual event
has hitherto been held alwayx In America,
except far once (1848] In Toronta.

The Fimmt Convention was held In New
York In 1939, followlng several yenrs of New
York and Philadelphla mecetings also called
conventions, a2 the first nationa]l meetlng.
In tho shsence of n national organisatlon.
a apecinl temporary sponsoring body was
formed, & practice continued for the sub-
sequent yeoar:x, Chicago waa the sight for
1840; Denver for 1941 (thers was a :ugges-
tlon of an East Const mecting in opposni-
tlon. soon dropped--first &nd last such
attempt),

Lon Angelea was selected for 1942, with
the idea of regularly moving ta different
parts of the counftry, but this Ister broke
down. The 142 Convention was nhandoned
due ta the war nnd revived for 1948. There
followed Philadelphia 1845, Torcnto 1848,
Clneinnati 1949, Portland 1830. New Orleana
1851, Chicago again 1882, Philadelphia again

1853, San Franclsco 1954, Cleveland 1855,
and New Yeork again 1834. For severanl years
there has heen a considerable sentiment in
favour of recognising na London Convention
a¥ = World Convention: the aite for tha
following year hns nlways been selected by
popular vote of those attending, which has
daoubtlezs helped delay it

Since 1842 a permancnt body to run the
Conventions has been 'n procers of forma-
tion. and it i now in action. Cnlled the
Warld Science Fictlon Soclety, s firat
Board of Direclors comprises Farrest J.
Ackerman, E. E. Evans, David A Kyle,
James V. Tauranl, Nichalas Falasca and
Roger Sims, nall Americans. But Landon
has offlelal recoxgnition and support for
1837,

In England a committee. headed by John
Wyndham and Jobn Carnell, has already
been formed to promote R British Conven-
tion, and the date has been announced aa
the first weekend in September, the usual
date of the previous American meetings.

Graham Stone, at thiz address, has been
appointed Australion representative for the
Conventiaon.

New Worlds, No. B3, November, 1836 {cover
above) contalns two factual articles, “The
Clue of the Coelacanth”, by Kenneth Johna.
and “The New Jupiter” by John Newman.
Cover atory {8 part 2 of the serial, “Tourist
Planet”, by James White. Other atorlea In

the Issue are “We're Only Human”, by John
RKippax; "The Neutral”, by Alan Barciay:
“Rirthright”, by Arthur Seclllngs; “We Call
It Home", by Sydney J. Bounds; and “Tree
Dweller”, by F. G. Rayer.

Science-Fantary, No. 20, featurca “A
Time ta Rend”, by John Brunner, and cight
ghorta: "Cut and Come Again”, by John
Kippax: *“Prima Belladonna”, by J. G.
Bailard; “Mistaken Identity”, by D, W. R.
Hill; “With Eamond in Mind“, by Brian V.
Aldlss; “Random Power"”, by S. J. Boundx:
“Friend of the Family”, by Richard Whaon;
“Rain, Rain, Go Away"”, by Harlan Elllson:
and “Herma*, by John Ealand.

Auntrnlin’s Science Fiction Monthly. No.
16 (December), containz “The Flight of the
Eagle”, by Sol. Galaxan: “Misa Tweedham's
Elogaran”, by Robert Moore Williams; “The
Un-Reconstructed Womnn", by Hnyden
Howard; “Preview af Perll”, by Alfred
Coppel: “Denath Star”, hy James McKinney:
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and “Where Sex Met Space”, by J. W.
Groves. There ls cffective use of both red
and blue [nteriors this Uime, with art work
by Frens Eberle nnd Wood. The regular
department, “The Scicnece Fiction Scene”,
includes reviews of "The Green Hills of
Earth” and “Men, Martinns nnd Mochines”,
a2 well as controversinl artlcles by Dr.
Thomnx 8. Gardner and E. Loring Ware.
In No. 17 (January) McKimmey nand
Howard are present agnin with “Last Run
on Venus” and “The Luminous Blonde"
respectively. Stanley Mullen. Raoymond Z.
Gallun and Phillp K. Dick are back with
“Cosmic Castaway"”, "Give Back a World”
and “The Infinites”. Bryan Berry appears
for the firat time with "Mnra Is Home™, “The
Sclence Fiction Scene” featurea articles on
Fletcher Pratt and Edgar Rice Burroughs.

USA.

Swuper-S8cience Ficlion 18 n new Litle, nat
connected with the former Super-Scicmce
Storiea. Published by Hendline Publica-
tlone, n front for Creatwood Publishlng Cao.
of New York (who once imsued two paper-
breks listed as numbers ten and eleven of

8 “Prize Sclence Fictlon Novels™” series) and
edited by W. W. Scott, digest size, bl-
monthly., First issue is dated December,
1858, nnd Includes stories by R. R. Winter-
hotham, Milton Leaser and Harlan Ellisan,
and a “What's New in Sclence” department
hy Robert Stlvarberg. Art work by Freas,
Emah and Orban.

Science Fiction Advenlurex ia lkewlae
not o revival of the farmer magazine of the
same title, but a new fpublication, edited
by Larry Shaw, =il editing If. The first
lssue Includes ~The Star Combers"”., by
Edmond Hamilton; “Secret of the Green
Invaders”, by Robert Randall: “Baltle far
the Thourand Suns™, by David Garddn and
Calvin Knox. Art work by Emsh, Bowman
and Giunla.

Venture Science Fiction v annaunced by
Fantasy House, publishers of The Magaczine
of Fantaay and Sriemce Fiction. Robert P.
Mills (Managing Editor of F4S.F) Is the
editor, with Anthany Boucher listed as
Senior Advisory Editor. Mr. Mills says thnt
“the slant wlll be towards good adventure
storles, with speclal emphnsis on  story
volue. That s, stories with beginninga.
middlea and ends — storiea with suspense
and pnce”.

NEW BOOKS
“They Shall Have Star=", by Jamecs Hlish,
{Faber. 12/6) A new novel vaguely con-

nected with the later events of “Earthman,
Come Home".

"The Sward of Rhiannon™, by Ieigh
Brackett. ¢Boanrdman, 8/8.) A typical plece
of Brackett swashbhuckling.

“The Denth of Gmass”, hy John Chris-
tapher. tJosxeph, 10/6.) The title pretty
well tellx the story of this new navel, The
disaster af a universal bllgh!, experienced
intimotely hy s folksy graup who seem ta
have walked out of a B-ciass radio serial.
Srience fiction has often been criticlsed for
too little attention to “human” problems,
and perhaps rightly so In many cases. But
there |2 another extreme, and this book
helps to {llustrate it. 1t may be good stuff
to give gomeone to rend as an Insidious
Introduction to 8F, but It's not in the =ame
claxs as Chrintopher’s "The Twenty-second
Century”. There's some very good disaster
theme SF here, but you have to persevers
to reach It.

“Extinction Boember”, by Stanley Beanet
Huugh, +Lane, 11/68.) Sooner or iater,
rRomeon® wass bound ta write a navel about
the first milltary use of a fusion bomb,
about a crew af ordinary enough Individuals
sent on a mimlon to commit an atrocity
hardly foreshadowed even by thase af bath
mides in World War II: the murder of
million¥ of noncombatants at a stroke, and
in a1l prchability the launching of an
exchange that may well end the humnn
race. This la the theme of this book.

“No Man Friday”, by Rex Gordon.
{Helnemann, 15/-.1 Gordon Is & pen-name of
Stanley Bennett Hough.

“The Seeds of Time™, by John Wyndhnm.
(Joseph. 12/8.)0 Collectlon of shorts.

“Dawn In Andromedn”, by E. C. Large.
(Cape, 187.,) The fArst chapter of thla hook
s put there to make the boakstal]l hrowsaer
think it's not science fictlon, but some kind
of religlous novel, apparently with the idea
of cashing In on every possibiiity. The
effect must he pretty much the opposite.
since browsers looking for SF will repince
the book with a mlight shudder; the rellgious
will cansider [t blasphemous (it amazes me
that It has remained on sale without protest
locallyy and practically anyone will find
thia piece of balderdash an affront to his
Intelligence.

A pity, B very great pity. Skip the Mrat
chapter, and slmpily assume some exten-
terrestrin] agency te bo nt work, mnd read
on. The rest of the book {apart from =
coitple of minor references to the intro-
ductlon which don’t matteri ls Rood. sound
soclological sclence fiction, with a tremen-
doualy detailed technical background.

The plot, briefly, ts that o group of modern
humann Is selected by an extra-terrestrial
agency. and atranded on an Enarh-like
planct. They are all af one natlonality and
genernl cultural heritage, Just for simplicity.
Between them they have cnough knowledge
to recapnatruct a technology equivalent to
that they left. :lven unlimited opportunity.
The conditions of the experiment require
them to reach a frirly advanced level in
ane generatlon, from scrateh.
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The planet has all the resources avail-
able to primitive man. Ilnecluding exact
duplicates of the flora and fauna of FEurope.
And the castaways" memories have been
tampered with ta remove all the dead
welght of useleas misconceptions and super-
stitlcns they hnd acquired . . . at least, that
wns the idea. Actually, they prove to
remember far too much for thelr own good.
They do manage to go from flre and fint
to the iron age In an few yenrsn, and to
carry out the main task required, hbut
the new generation produces s priest and
a politician. symbalising all that j2 worst
in humnn life.

Read this, for two things: o compressed
view of technologicat history. showing just
how much could be dane under goad
conditions by people cut off from clvillsa-
tien's resources: and Large's dlagnosis of
the Inherent flaws in our sociely,

“The Twenty-seventh Day”, by John
Mantley. (Joseph, 12/6.) This is a version
of the "give a loaded revalver to an idiot”
Idea. Aliens wlshing to take aver Earth,
but squeamish about exterminating the
papulation themselves, take a few people
chosen at random and give them each three
one-shot weapons of such power that the
snllens have every confidence In the human
race exterminating f{taell. The weapons
are good for only twenty-seven days, can
only be uscd by permission of the ariginal
holders—the problem is pure fantasy. The
plot does naol improve on the idea much.
All the choasn cxcculioners agree not to
use the weapons: twa effectively dispose of
them, and the others do their best 1o keep
theirs from belng used far twenty-seven
dayx, in the c¢ourse of which emerge about
as many motheaten stock asituations as
will fit comfortably In 272 pages. Look in
vain for any ideas as to how to modify
the state of nffairs =uch that the aliens
were almost bound to win an easy planet
‘The hook daes succeed falrly well as cnter-
tainment: a fllm veralon of it Ia belng made,
and could be quite good.

“Born of Man and Woman", by Richard
Matheson. (Reinhardt, 10/6.0) A collection
of shorts by a tnlented American writer.
Precise contents are nat known. Reviewer
Willlam F. Nolan snid of the U.8 ecditlon:
“The bock provides rich and varled fare
for the jaded palate of the reader who
xeeks, but nll too rarely finda. Intelligently
written and Imaginatively concelved fletion
in this overcrowded. highly competitive
fleld”. Matheson's novel, "I am Legend®™,
due soon in a Corgi pocket edition, 1a an
attemibdl to rationalise n supernatural theme.

“World of Mists”, hy Patrick Moare.
‘Muller, 7/8) Sequel to “Quest of the
Spaceways”, this Is a juvenile, but dges
not sacrifice too much ta simplicity. The
setling in Venus, a modifled pleture of the
tr=ditional world of oceans and swamps.

“Tlme Transfer”. by Arthur Sellinga.
vJoseph, 12/8.) Thia volume of shart storles

is not the only one to appear in n xariesa
called “Novela of To-morrow™. 1 suppose
misuees like thia serve n useful purpose in
n way, in that they must lead many people
to realise that you cannct slways rely on
the maker's description of n product. But
do we reaily waont n world in which the
anly safe attitude in one of genernl distrust
of everyone's word? This baok is a rather
nainful collectlon of stories, sllck, flippant
Ataries venecercd with sclentifictional ideas,
with not a trace of ruthenticity or origin-
ality anywhere.

“The Forbidden Planet, by W. J. Stuari.
tCorgl PB.1 By thia time you have prob-
ably zeen the film. of which Forreat J.
Ackerman says: “The sorrowful fact Is, the
domn thing Is just duli . . . besidex being
boring. It has too much about it that's
ridiculous . . , they could have incinerated
hoif the celluloid and stlil had too alawly
paced o picture™; and quotea Ray Bradbury
as remarking: “Plot, plot, who's got the
plot?™ This book wversion has to make do
without the excellent sets nnd effects (some
of them) and the novel electronic sound
track which helped to carry the picture.

“Shadeow of Authority™, by Robert Waller
{Cape.) A somewhnt lighter treatment af
the now popular theme of official censor-
nhip in the near future. This time it Is
England in 1980. A body called the Natianal
Publishing Authority has a monopoly of
printing which mokes any other forms of
regtriction unnecessary. There is o Director
af Tasle who decldes what the public can
be allowed to read, and there is some mild
satire on the B.B.C. in the system by which
books are classified and labelled “Llght”,
“Home™, “Serlouas”, “Adult Only" and “Edu-
cational”. The author's reatraint and avoid-
ance of the more obvious horrors posaible
under autharitarisan rule make the picture
all the more clear and probable. We may
not be in much danper of secret police with
all-seelng apy equipment. advanced torture
chambera, and the forcible eliminatlon of
indlviduality. But there In a very real
danger of a thorough and universal censor-
zhip. The anly rensan it does not exist now is
thr wenkness, IneMciency and Internnl
divisjans among those who would make up
our minds for us. “Shadow of Authority”
dwells molnly on the way the aystem would
work from day to day, with s alimy oMce
palitics, and shows how appesition might
arise to destroy |It.

*"The Realities of Space Travel”, edited
by J. L. Carter. (Putnam. 33/-.) A number
of Britiesh Interplanetary Soclety members
conitribute to nn authoritative vaelume on
the present outlook.

“The Inhnbited Universe”, by Kenneth W.
Gaotland. (Wingate, 15/.) A madern con-
slderation of cxtra-terrestrial life. We under-
eland that Gatland gets heyond the conven-
tlonal “life ns we knaw it™ line in this work

{All prices quoted here are Sterling.)
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HOLLYWOOD

FROM FORREST J. ACKERMAN

Have you ever met a morphosis? A pretty
bad pun: I'm Just halding my breatlh that
It doesn't turn Into an equally bad picture.
The pruducer of The Mole People and The
Creature from tAc Bluzk Lagooa plans to
Alm Franz Kafha's "The Mctamarphoslis™.
1 shudder to think how the story may he
metamorphosed hy the time it s trans-
ferred to the sereen. I can see It now:
“The Studio that gave you Taraniula, The
Wolf Man and Abbol! and Coatelln Meet
Frankenatein, now proudly presents Franz
Knfka's preat horror closslc—Thke Cock-
roach ithat Conguered the World!' 1 hope
I'm proved a pessimiat.

Universal Studiox maysa thelr forthcoming
Lind Unknown in nat ta be viewed as 8SF,
hut rather as & factual plcture. So when
you see a dozen different dinoczauria dis-
pourting themaelves at the South Pole, bear
this in mind.

Brynie Foy (of The Return of Dr. XY will
produce Verne's “The Mystorions [sland™.
fean well-known sequel to “20000 Leagues
Under the Sea”™. TRKO are dolng A
Journey ta the Centre of the Earth"; Foy
had planned fliming It too, but found RKO
had nlready started on It

The Allen DuMont Lab, han invented n
tima machine—Iit savea time, that ia. Called
an Electranicam, demonntrated recently in
Hollywaad, it shows an exact simultaneous
view af what a movie chmern s recording
en film.

Homer Ean Flint's "The Nth Man®, in the
works at preaent, is about A man who saves
the world: ao It's bren renamed The Uan
wcho Degtroyed the Earth. Alsao announced
Iately are The Boy who Saved the Rarth
and The Man who Sold the Earth.

The repuled Ahaminable Snowman is the
excuse for Man Braa!. Also on the way are
Allack of the Crab Monaters, The Dreadly
Mantls, The Cyriopn, The Dramium
Monatrr, Not of Thin Earth nnd Mran of
Loat Women.

The Mole Peaplr tokes place in a aubter-
ranean elty of loat Sumerians, unfortunately
faund agaln. which abounds with mutants,
deapats, high priests, sacrificial maidens
and all the ingredlents that made great
serinlm around 1923, Len Moffatt suma it
up: “Recammended to malea”. And. I might
ndd, under tens. 1 doubt many of their
elders wlll dig it. Seventy-seven monaotonaus
minuiea among the albinoa and the bugry-
ceyed. warty-domed mole men with theilr
Hnlloween make-up that might frighten a
very small child or so0, maybe. The only
thing that frightens me about the picture
jn the amount of money it will prabahly
make. At the end the Sumerian= are huried
“forever” by the Inevitable earthquake. but
{remembering the Frankensateln, Wolf Man
and Crenture series) success might mean a
sequel: Mole Men Alftack the Earth. or
They Came from Inmer Space.

Curucy, Beas! of the Amazon, {8 not much
better, though Curt Slodmak made It. It
has o bird-headcd monster that turna oul
ta be strictly for the birds. There's some
mumbo-jumbo about a cancer cure via the
jungle formula for shrinking hends. Shot
In Brazll in colour, but ¥ou can safely
shrink from it unless you go for boa con-
strictora, water buffaloes, giant eplders and
plranhoas.

The Mraa of Loat Women s pretty much
of a mess: high platenu In Mexice, mad
sclentist, giant tarantulas. Fer insecto
philes. lovera of savage women, and movie-
golng mnsochists.

By comparlson with the last three, If
Conquered the World actually looks good.
Same author-producer-director comblnation
responsible for inut year's The Dav the
World Ended. with about the same calibre
product resulting. Maybe a zhnde better.

CLUBS

“] realise™, asald Director Rick Sneary.
opening the meeting of the Los Angeles
Science Fantasy Soclety on the :5th Octaber,
“that this is a histarical occasion, but I
will open Il like—any other One Thouxandth
Meeting”. It waa aizo the club’a twenty-
second anniversary meeting.

The LLASFS Ia the world's oldeat acience
fictlon club, having been founded ln 1934
os Chopter Three of the Wonder Sioriea
spansored Sclence Fletlon League. Meet-
ings have been held weekly for mont of
the years aslnce, and for xome yeara now in
the present clubroom, named Freehafer
Hall for Paul Freehafer, corly active
member wha died In 1944,

Al least & hundred came to the milleninl
meeting, including two foundatian members,
Forreat J. Ackerman and Australian-born
Russell J. Hadgkina. Among othera present
were authora Kris Neville, Charles Eenu-
mant, Ib Melchiar, Ed Clinton, Frank Qunt-
trocchl, Gene Hunter, T. . Hamm, E. E.
Evans, Richard Martin, S. J. Byrne, Helen
Urban and Wlinona McClintic. Numerous
people sent goodwlil messages. 8. F.
Newa editor takes thin opportunity to regret
that he meant to send a cable but forgot
the date) As might be ecxpected. there
were some bogus meaxaged, such as “Our
Hats are off to you". Signed "Stetson Broa.™.

Ed Clinton gave a talk on Wella' “Things
to Come™ film scenario, presenting what he
waould have aald about it in 1933 after
reading the book, hut before seeing the
plcture. “I prophesy that thia s & movle
Forreat J. Ackerman wlll want to se¢ more
than once”, he concluded: Ackerman has
neen it s0 many times that we hear raparts
of the actors waving to him as he comeas
in.

Incidentally, Ackermon, George Pal, Ray
Bradbury and probably others will speak
in o 55-minute fenture on SF over America's
Columbia Broadcasting System on the {4th
December.

Frmimd by Sh pping Newipanars Lid. (& Rasd Siesat L-rh':l
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JUOLEN YEmEy MASTYR OF BCIFNCE PICTIOX 1a  the
titls of & wew baak af axeoptisnal imtarwst. {S1dp-
vick & Jughasnm, 12/8.)

1. 6. Evana ima sslscted extracic frmm fiftaen
of thy Master's works — imcluding o fov af Lha lema
vell kmawn smaa, Lheagh met amy af tha really fab-
nlaus raritive — with brief commgatary in in vhich
hes ahaws am It Eral sppreciatiar of Yorma and of
acfonce fretiom, 1 ftaelf a fabulous rarivy im  the
bsak publishing werld.

Tha becka represemied srmr ~) Joutmey LBLe 1he
Iateriar of the Earth”i "Fraam Lhe Earth L0 the Mean™t
"Hsusd tha Waen") “Twaaly Thousand Leagusa Under the
%ea"| "Drupped fram ke Cleuda] "The Sasarst of tha
Talasd=; =The Child af Lhe Caverm®™| “the Negwm's
Partans™1 “Aeclor Servadac®) “fhe Staam Hamae®)
=ftha Clipper af ihs Cleuda™| “The Flaating laland®)
“Por the FPlag”y "Five Veahs in & Inllsen™) and "in
imtaratis Mystery” (saqual to Pae's mafimishaed “Nar-
ralive af Artlar Carden Pym”.

Nr. Evana c¢cemniribuiaan s lamgiky laireduciies
raintredusiag Yerme L9 & ser geserntiom, and adds
ihs mant compiota Farme hibhlisgraphy w4 bave scasm.

44r4! Carruatiss ta Fage 2, Calumm Is Larry
Shaw iz Lhe editer af . mat If, tbough he
waed Lo hald that paal » Jamam L. Quimn in ths

curreat editer of 11.

LONDON CAILING

Time and place for the 1931 Varld Seciemas Fe-
Lian Conveailiem
Rayn! Hotal - Vaburn Flsas
Tha Naskand 4 SepLamber ¢-4

¥u hapa Ly combing tha beat fentares of Britiak
and imariean Conveatliens af Lha paai, it this stage
wa're 24t adle 15 say smok absui tha pragram gxzept
that wa prediot it will be the Baat ever, amd vilk
semeihing fer averywne imbervated im tha field.

Thather you cam altend or mal, you cah asuppart
thy Coavaniion by jeiming Lhe Veorld Sclencea Pictien
Eedloty. Menburship far the yoar iz §).08, T/SiSig
sar /84 Awatrs 8. UEPE meabars got Lhe quarterly
TiFE Jsarmal, the Fregram =— and a vols on the vamma
far 1044.

THY CONVEXTION COMMITIEE

Jakm F¥yndbam (Prasideat)
Juks Carmell {(Chairmaal
Charles Damcembe (Trwammrer)
Barry Turnar (Publications)

Jehs Brummar — Fthal Lisdsay — Rebaria Bild
Yimconi amd Jay Clarke — Narmma Sborreck -—— Waltar
A, Willje — Bavid Newman - Joha Bsles ~— Patar
Bamiltam — Frad Brewn == Patar Wesi = Nigel Limd-
day — Tarry Jaavea — K. F. Slater == srthur Sall-
fngy — David Paga — Jomed nnd Durelhy Rattigam —
"ilip Buarr = D. E. Cohott = Frank FKivard Armeld
— Erfa Jamas _ pyan NHpdgar — amd

fam and Puiritis Sulmsr (Overasas Publleity)
Treaca, 204 Fallmsadow B,
Catfard, S.E.0, Landea

- INDEX -

== a guids ts Lha five bandred and ninety—ais igamesn of farty differmmt
dsfamca Flotism magazinas
of 1834 ta dhy ond af 19534, That's abeut 3500 steries — ve havea't yot
« The INEFY is arrsaged Lhree ways: flrat, umsh

doumted ih
lasms in deascibed,

anelbar by Lidle.

Suppess yeur prablem fa of Lhe naturs

“FEf WEOTE THAT XTUEY aaxd WEERTE 11 IS

Natice Lhat imatead
of Baming the sagapnine god jagme n,
se give a4 mmbar” That's badanss
abbhravistions wuld v bard with
e sany duplicated and aimilar
1itlea, Tha maim asetlon glres
reery sagasine & sumbar, ae wm
rufar ysa ta that. It lesks 1ika
Lthian
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August "latept Immge® . . . Vaslsy lozog"*
1944 Coekoo . . . . P. Schuylsr Nillsr
&4 Dp City . . . . . ilifford D. Jimmk

The Yehudi Principla . PFredric Browm
Cavars Housa of Tomorrow . . , Eohy Wents
Timmina Environment . . . Chester 8. daeiar

[Zditorial: Sandwioh for Eamis.)

“. ¥
ng Ny [

Ll
{
f'.‘

BRITISH
SCIENCE FICTION
MAGAZINES

that wors pablisked 1n Britals fres SCOGPS

saparsts

=ik surh dotalls aa the sember of pagea, vha did
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Booby Prize . . . .+ « . 448

AMI%H, Jan
One More Chasncea . . . . 430
SMITH, Phillis Rterling
‘Tha Quaker lady acd the Jelph
. 449




BCTINTCY FXTION STwl

A SHORT ESSAY
ON LONG
¥y ARTETI J. COX
Frash Belksap Leng Lo & ssrginss] sriter in the
warld of snfencs Fietism) be exiole wpas the berd-

wriine of pepalarity, | wllews that ikis i oo ==l
wniy beewnss of ihe imfroquest apresrisss oF Mis Be-
wjem, Sui sles beeamss of Iia smeves gualily, sresge
shamcisrisatiss, dissemsderting lsgery sad, during
wne parisd of Wie develspmewiy, shinssnsss of ssaning.

But Lhis sefnm 18 easily revarsablar lstaat inm
thass “dafeata™ are Lhasa asss zharaclerisvics that
alevata Lang'a work at ita best ta & laral af wma-
fquanads mat pften nabhiovsd in palp aciqaca fletlom.

leng's vark dividan {taclf fairly sasily imie
thres porisda. Yhe firat af ihese wma hisa appramti-
fuaahip as & fantany wriler im the ‘tyestiea asd the
sarly 'thirtica. Ha san an admirar of Lavecrafi, =
wsmbar of that writar's oircls af Ffrisnda, and hias
wiariea wers deaply lafleenced in subjecl matier, if
mst 1n aiyls, by Lavearaft'a wark Im !.*H
the magazina fa which mmeh of hiag swa esrly
appaared.

Yhia was a Liea of self-eamacioma artistry fer

fs wus inlemaaly semcarmad with iba gquality
sesmingly, hia stariea ached to ba
. yeL Lhrebhed sith smbar ament at belng ex-
pased to ths pablic aya. T pansags appears iR
"heath Vatars*® (Waizl, Deceambar 1924):

Lang.
af his writimgat

and
Lha

“Hig 1sal commeni saamed melsdramaiia
nEssceanary, Al dauly realised Lhat
valafal mTas m4 He lathed a aqmae
af dramatic wal Se turned swparily saida
and paffed on aur leag pipsa, It {s diffieslt
ta fargiva thess 1itide defectn of tochmique.”

This paragruph wen prilmily msast as & dafenda
of the bady of the stary vhich fallovwed aa il wan
marrated by "Lhe velernn®, wot it se maaveldably aad
effectivaly zalla sardemis atigstisn ta the writer's
awm atyle that its intest ssems mmmochistis. Similar
imtarjsetliona sppaar im athera of bia sarly stevisa.

s ths yuara weat by, Lhe self—ceamsciouns.as of
techmigua disappeared, apparantly ez lang “sesme
mere capfident, bui it bas remaisad im amather form
= the antrems welf-—samscisusssss of B charsctars,
am almaat Imvariabhle aspect of his steriea.

2 self—dencripiion of hin vark, of what ha had
heem tryimg is de, sppeared 1E & atory almsat iveaty
yoara aftsr “Death Fatarse® in tha same magazine “The
Faopar® (Faird, Mareh 1044).

".asha had writiem ateries 1ike dew-
drenthed apider seba, yrimmiie amd strunge and
% s littla gressowe sremch at ths ond which
[ peepls bappy deap dewn imalde. Yery asna-
itive snd imagisative paapla, af course, bacasae
amly anch peepla dessrved ta be made bapry is
pracisely that wny.”

The sterr rel
O'Harn, faBtlapy v
Uike 0'Hara,

of the "mmridar” of age Nichaa!
d gorl, at the bands of
1p—culmmial, Pai sas

sarming Mike 0°Barn in feund daad i hia Sawspaper
affica wad atirangs ¢ircumatame b
papar in his typewriler am whigh ba Typed
Michael O'Barn bolaw the aliffs of Infakevan,
[} silver lavh Lakes wing. Laak for Mika 0'Hare
hare, where ba shal] rus frem tha reaper and be eut
v,

Farbape thia is am amtehiagraphisal acecunt af
s tragedy — Lamg's werk did mst soquire thel Rack

fuel IL 28 aften bas matil tha "farty —_— wmyir
aa, v¢ mmat callemmly sbeul 1t anide. V¥e mat
mmak samcarmed im thia hrief aasay with tha great

bady of a wark, and can bmi teuch lightly spem that
vhich we are disruaningl hin bettar aclenza flellom.

Thin dividea (ltaelf mpstly imts twe grewpa:

Ala scleace fictiam ia ‘.I.w!‘ Stariaa in the
'thirtien (vhieh had, atylistically, ita fantaay

squivalamts In Wa Ti!n of Ltha Lime)y asmd his
aterias im -I.nﬁ-( Zlomca P m imtha 'fertieca
{which had I-.ll-nly equivalenta {2 Rarids).

Lang*s ataries iatihe Tremaine srs of fsteandiag
ars amagg the bast and least hernlded plecss tm mei-
eméa Platiend, Thay are baamiifw] gams of simplicity
btk In conatruciion and in pruss,

About half af those slories are situatsd In dhe
remttia fatare, in the tvilight paried af man. Three
af Lthem — “Tha Lapt Man®, “Orees Qlary” and “Tha
Great Cqeld® — Dave a ¢mman backgreund. Thay taks
plasa ia sa eru fa vhich maw fa demlasied wader. om
a, Lhe amtla and beaa =
and undar tha aea by burmacles, Lhia lsatl reverasal
the crusloat ireay af all. Mam arw resigssd to thair
lat, yelL takq pride {n the traditiom sf Lhair fermar
Iy “, thangh thair
amatera beld in an litlla regard as we da their
pressnti pregaaitara.

Bt ks slimstion i sere thas & sisple Fevere-
sl wf pewsr. Lang has sffeited & saWilar Lrunspss-
ftiens smsdind saves Lo have lesl  Uail spesisnsess
japules e individeal sslf-proservativs which sesms
as mabarsl b ws, ssd dn 1ve steas e Tied Lhe mech-
snienl diorvgard Far doalh peesessesd by Lhs snis sl
Seas, Lhs ladividmal eniolames of sme of Lhew Darvimg
ma Slalegies] sigaifisaste Lo ke epsvies ae o whale.
Far ths sea of Lessg's remals age dealk bblds & Lar-
rart Ay are satl vestemplesss of il for cenlaepi
laplies warey samsiderniise Lhas Lhey give iL.

Ia “Groesm Glary~, ltassas eller im gubtar-
rassan tussals, servilar La the ' epnliad ereet
af wvarld sonqueat, lo ehwaen for a misrion. Ny is fa

esrry a Liny faagee spurs I8 & eylinder ta the hive
af Lhe amamy Besai e will thew plamt it amd the
fengua sill spring ferth in o greas sipleniom, aver-
whelm ths great hive and destruy all life im it. fAx
in tarried Lo tha hiwse of the hoea by a flying im-
aett which la thes sappesed ta depart, but it ¢haoa-
aa ta wait) aakisg Stammma, shesa death in suppased
te mark 1he completion of hia duty, ta plant ke
apsre and returmawiftly imatead of waitimg ta aee it
Slsnnem. Thia ac¢tism la imapired Wy sdmiratiaa fer
Atesman' tLimy comruge.

“Atassma ves atummed and frightesed. e
atariad bach 10 cosxoment and ked camiy mup
at Lha great shape. ‘why do yeu diaabay i
Great Maihar?' he asked, with treml gea-
Lares.

=74 viaged formw vaplivd; ‘Ve vha [1y adave
the sarta de met ebwy tha wmall sthica of your
11ttle wa af the tamaels, Ye have seam Lbe
2 their ma jealy d Lha bran im thalr
pousry, and we imex ihat al] Lhinga are relative.
ta, and retarm quickly,'”

In the great hiva, llassae Sbala s dreatars he
baf » & volal — “any of the aight-
falted man in Lhslr dreams” —ahs gavea
him from Lhe devemuring msv of a bea—gruk. Tith har
he diacavars mes smolil he did metl know bafare,
but the ald laysltias are mal sasily extinguisbed.




SOXWE JIXTIOE FEEwl

Deapits ths wveman, dospite Ria spparimmity far o

Acaps, planta the apsre and Be sad the aight—uhape
are “cavared feruvar wiih s shrs af deepest groem”,
vhile far away the great winged shape waits with

Lhremming wings f¢r o san vhe will mavar retars.

Emiy s wne ate dess thara »
aral af deflames. I:J "Tha Last Han® Tp:?j.-ci:;::
elnging inta the hamarimm of Lke fmmmles Lo cheass
hia mate. Yo han basm o oled mal Lo salecr taa
beantiful o crenture, for msa amd wemas af alngular
physieal appsarands are frequeatly “lifted frem iha
littlq alave world of rewtina dutiea im the dwel] inga
of tha mastera and ssasatbelised, embalmed amd pre-
aervad or gleas in Lhe supsrsms of Agraban", Juat
a8 the ansesters af mam caplared bamutiful jmeectia,

{mpa ) af ol nad arraaged tham
In bax ins msat display. Deapits this varming, de-
aire averiames caMifan. The tus are saizged by a

smatar and suwpl away inta the shy mntil Maljee, with
a stranga deafiance thal trauascendas his imstimetlive
e La the masters, imjures the gianil crastars
berataly relasdes iha woman and himsolf frem
fia hald, ss thal they fall, hald tightly itegether,
s ths earth far belarw.

“But inthat manant of swesning flight ihat
1eld amly ead in destruetion, Hal jag bnaw that
he wvna wmightier than Lhe mautlera, and having
rectaplared far an ijmpariababla tant Lhe lest
glary af kis reace, be wwmt vitneat fear imia
darkmneen.”

{This snding has givem me & theughl shich 1
weuid t wmentian If 1L had 1 den adranced to ma
by asathar parses, just as hasitantly as ] am sdvane-
img It hors. That lg, Lthat Waljas and S4is mals cem-
sammated Lhair marriage in thair Flight sarthward —
semsthing whith Lamp suld bardly stats explicitly
im a pulp atery, bat vhizh might pouribly represest
ampiher axchamgs of charnctariaties belusen man amd
lnasety T muay insesla mat flight — fer
smple, the Mrefly, Lhe sale sweuping the fomals
siaft aad Motk farming a btacen of minintula lovs,
until tha camplation of Lhe act, wpan which their
Iives and lights ars figuralively and litarally e3-
tinguished.)

The third atary, “"The Graat Cald", likevwine
ands with the small brief spatk of coupled tragudy-
and-triemph agaimatl the great dark of ths remerse-
1ess fuiarae.

in theas thres starioa vo find mrarly al) thasa
qualition, bath atylistic and thematis, which ehar—
actorined lamg's work {m tLhs "thirtiea. “Last Fiam-
[T “rus Nlue Earthas “Yapeur Dumta™ and "Ex-
il fram iha Stratesphers™ ate aimilar in alme .
amd, theugh diffsrsal Im backgrouad, contaia alaa
Lhe Lhemas if flerce prids In rmos and traditd
what ia porbaps his fimest slery, “Tha Flama Mi
sy flad again Lhe connticusbons-of-aize metif, an we
da la “The Lichem frem Ervs“, ausd iz
fashian, "Epawvn of iha Bad Giamts™ {an wall
siils In the sky® in Waird Talaa). In “Ths FPlama Mid-
g=1", we redincave alsa Uhe predcenpativn with
fight-and-daath shen Richard ashley is rfarried iste
Lha sirstesphare aad aet spimsing like a pinshas] In
fiary aplandour by Lha spaceship ahich fad been
berihed in bia right hidaey.

Taring the 'ferties Lamg's ateries acquired a
diffarsat air Lban 1hat which they bhad poasannses {nm
the previess degade. Terhaps tha maat sbvisnas change
waz that ke childiike malvily was replaced by o
gravaisng aspailatil camplexity afl
sutlesk. H1n nclenca fictlion atories im Lha Tremains
arn had bad a aharming smimplicliy af atyle, strungly
reminiszent of fairy-tale writiage) mow, apparantly,
4 caunter-resciisn had tabam pla the stylistie
rasdulme aminging Ia ihe appasita dirgctisn.

Thare ia lgas af a differance Setwesen axirems
eimpliciiy snd evirves complerity frem ths vigwroist

af affecl, iban waa agem st firatl theughty bath
ars wanally more or lass desparate altempia s a-
chiove Lhe snime affect, that of neeing Lhinga as if
far the firat Lime — seqcing them im = maw way.

lm variema suys, templexity of proas or lask af
i1 anide, Leng has suicseded in his objoctiven he han
sften achiared Lhe goal of seeing and preseat
eddtomed things in am usasual light. Yo chas at
ruaden a carsfully selected sxampie, there ars tha
Voanderthala im *Bridgshasd” vwhs arg asaleursd red
lika tha paste ar after

tsmsmaly andénlly cajsured au wa prassnt-day whitaa,
erientala, pslynaniana and se am. Thea,
a tha tellewing deacription of aome azimala
dissavered an an slian planst:

“The areataras walhed wpright and were sague-
ly ligardlike, lmi vith s rav-akimasd aspsci of
fasa amd |imhk thati msde me repadisis Lhe idasa
shat ihay could be Srus repilles. punryenic] 1
tricky, Mmt there's a sartaim flabdy pinkndas
which suggests the safarmed, the ssnatrees.”™

If yvm read Lhe passags ar
disguatl cammatlations,
he la desaribing.

s wdlting eut the
you msay retagunlae Lhe spaditw

Aad the lave af sening things afreaab, Lhs dasirs
Le samape Lha dullmens af famitiarity, expresses (46—
aulf spamly in Lang's wark — as Im this eihar paas-
aga frea the asme stery, "Tha Uafislahed™.

“My basda wers stendy s Lhs zeuirslia, bat
for & asment [ folt llke a badly stared glastl
hiller svisging dawn from a beasatalh thatl wwald
have spanmad the guifsa biilwasn tha stara. 1
really did, Star revers afd linked s tha
wertd af ehildbaad inm a variety of ways, for
1hksy ses Lhs sama airange busa svaryvhers they
lars."

sxsmples, Leug's campl
wnch in any desp, 1
Aruatien amd pr

atsd preas,
atlatien,

bat ia pawnliar

Hia staries af the 'fortiaa have drave mars ex-
and cenfuaion frem readars
thoug of any athor writar (with tha
af 4. E. wan 4, and with him 1%
L malter, baving e ta da with gplei
eomplication thas prasestaties).

rreagisss of pupglemant
than parhaps

1

ida the el
firat af the m

Iz sxnmple, ve wight bagin sith Las
“sarlas=: “fa Paller Inanledgae”,
“"a campletaly strangs
kad of censtrse im "Ta Fal-
red taa carlails extamt im “&lisas
shend” and "Camsua Takar® (which,

E*cn L1 n, in moipmca
If va usa the defin itated or i
ia axplasatism fer rhu—n']. It
appearead dafimitaly ig "Fileh®, o “The Trap~, sad
somevhat In "The Critiars™ sad “"Guest im iha Hsumas”.
The famlaa “Xtap inlo wy Cardea” amd "It will cams
La Yem" im Lnimaws Barlds aisa seem Lo balsag La the
graup.

vhich Mr. Compholl haa called
= The

In many of these stariss, e explamatian werihy
of the mams 10 givem1 rathar, ths mesming of iha
at hacemas recogmia enly shanm wa realins that
ihey are sls
af ihage sta
schosge ficliom alerigs, Mml o malaphsr.
campats am axplemattss tu & blueprimi a
ia s ol, a deacriptlian In thrae dime
ibs bndiless imagaa of 1he agldiers ix =21as toa Liv-
fag~, which are projecled aksad In the attack W
draw fire.

ations an ’hfl!ﬂ' The f -
l'- I:.Ill al sxplamatianm, n:.::l: -::l.
e might

Thia wuat re@akn mersly a snggeatian) bmt if sar

iod ia "n-llnllyn inflated pastiio imups, tham it
ia capcoivnble thatl gveals in nurk a atary =wuld met
aprear im a asquantis]l paltarm — parbepa thers wpuld
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ba blurred tremsitiang  balvees bita of actfies sad

dialeg.

I'm stacking tha canda. For such certalaly ap-
pears Lo be trus sf “Yeo Fellaw Enawledge®, uad Lo &
laanar entent of “Casana Taker®, “Pilah", “Tha Trap~,
“Bridgahend”, and tha famtasy “Step iate my Garden
naps af thia hlurred trampitiam, thia
ht be sxplainabla aa A ranad
thal several of tha atarias havs time-i 1 aa thair
smbjssl satter — “Caneua Taber® and “Bridgshsed”,
ta be apecific) and "Ta Fellaw Knsuledge” cancormn
muiti-pagaible werlda.

Bt wuch am explamation {a met Lotslly satie—
factery: firat, it deea mal eyplain tha atarian wshich
s mat full Inke ihe time-travs] cutlegsry and, sec-
endly, it desas mat plais why Lasg 12 ga famgimated
sith tha itheme — oveas injecdiing IL, apparesily mwn—
secansnrily, inte hia famtasy "Fisharmmm's Tack.* I*
aight by suggected thal tha chastic order ~f tiss
Lravs]l appeals ta him, aa it BeaTn sams corrampand-
amcs 1a kiv ovE crealive procassas.

The Mmatnads of emrfious transitian appenred

again, confualagly, in a later atory ia Aalaspding,
“Fria Bright, Prises Duep™. Thia atary fa condora—

wd a wyatary, and at varieas poisls tha charma-
Ltara arrive al sxplanatisms, sith 8s mors tremble
and effort tham Lhat by which the reader arrives at
Ui iame 18fsrmation by readiag it frem the primted
page. Thera is a bimr, and eus of the preiaganista
in netling atrasgely, o tha ufflameal of tha reader,
bacamng of sema suibigrrascan theaght pracasa that
suddenly tesh nlaca.

Yhatever dravhaths Leng's methsd af stary tell-
Ing haa had, and thare are sovernl, it hon dsa mmjor
sirtuet he hae baem able ts handle delicate idasa an
atery thmaas, vhich stharvisas ara tas fragils ta b
wssable. Far exasmple, ®Tha Trap® la based npan the
asseciatinn Llmt parimpa just asm ljfe takea siramgs
farma, life Itesll might ha s ferm ar pattors. Siat-
od Lhia way. it aat oaly ssunda 1ike memdsane {-Ilcl
in pretable), but very avkwerd —— ghich It fam't
uadsr Lang's bandling.

In his mare recest fiction he sasms te Rave
shandased ke ntyla im shizh Bha wvrate “Ta Pallew
Eseviedge” and Lhe stories vhich {mmediately follaw-
wd. These ateriss af his whieh ! bave read ism tha
rut faw ysara a to be Mackmeyed and mmimspired
iscluding the abave “Prissm Bright, Prizss Degp®]),
with am socamiomal excepticm auch an “Tha Cufinlah-
ed”. Lang wenld demm e bs & vary “spatiy™ writar,
but 1 balieve that It In verih readimg his peer werk
in erdar ta read hia geed,

4 PARTIAL ERADIWG LIST:

"aliss the Liviag® . . . fatewsnding, Jan. 1034 (C8)
“Bayssd Lhs Spestrma™ . aatsunding, iung. 1934

“Ths Rlue Baridman® . . ., jatemsding. spr. 1933

“Aridgabead® . . . . | jateandisg, Ang. 1B44{UE)
- Antenmding, July 1941 {Britlah}
“Comnma Taksr® . . . | yubuows, ipr. 1842 (U3)
“tallactor’s 1lan™ isateanding, Oal, 1948 [Briiiab)
"Camsa®™ . . « o « s+ o odateausdiag, Feb. 18N
“fhe Crittars™ . . . Jateusding, Nav. 1943 (C8)
"Cxilon af tha Atratssphers”™ dabsunding, July 1938
« Antomndimg, Moh. 1848 {C3)

= F 4] el "IN T —

“YTha Flams Midgeit®™ . . . . datensdiag, Dus. 1834
— i “"The Baat of Sclunce Fictien" {Conkiim)

"The Greal Cela= = =
“Greem Glary* . . . . . Antoamding, Jas. 1933
"Tha Last Man™ . . & « .« Aateusding, Ang. I19M
“Lasaem Iz Survival® Thrilling Yesder, ¥s, 10 (Nr.}
“Thea licham frem Erea* |

Aatsunding, Feb. 1923

“Last Plamal™ . . . . . iatesnding, Nev. 1034

“Manhanl®™ . . . Thrilling Wamdar, Na, 164 {Or.)
Patare, Ra. 4 (Er.)

“Priasm Eright, Prises Dews”. istanndimg, Fsk. 1961
{nr.)

"Red Sterm am Jupiter® . . Astomading, May 1038
—— iz ~Flight Tats Space” (Valihelw)

“tha Baarisg Nlet® . . - . jsteusding, Moh. 1934

"Tha Minfature Mamaes™ . .

“Spawa of Ltha Red Glamta" , Aaveunding, May 1937

“fha fpira]l Isteallimemee™ . . B. P. Menikly, Na. 8

"Yamparary Farp®™ . . ., . Astennding, dug. 1937

“Thrashach 1ia Time™ . . . E. F. Maathly, Ka. 4

"The Timsleaa Man™ . . Bepar Ssfesnca (Br.) wndated

lisue, "Gatsvay to Darknena®

"YTe Fallaw Esawledea™. . jgteunding, Dec. 1942 {U3)
- im "8, P. Liventursa in Dimamsfsen= {Camkiia)

“The TrAP" + + « « . Astewsding, Fav, 1943 (Br.)

"Tws Fate™ im “The Bast 8. F. Sterise - Pad Saries”
{Cambin)

“The Unfimlahed® . . . supar Science, Ne. & {Br.)

“Yapsur Dgath™ . .+ , + -« Astesndimg, Oat. 1834

“$1ll1e® . . . . .« Asteundimg, TFeb. 1044 (3r.)

Tha aellgatien THE HOUNES OF TINDMLOS (Mmacam
Prems, 1650) inaludes "Ouath Faters®, “Ths Peeper®,

“Bridgabegd”, “Tha Plame Midgut=, A Biiteh Iy
Tlas",

{Copyright 1951 Moy A Squires. Originally
published im PFANTAIY ADYENTIEXR, lster ACTENCE
FIDTION AWENTISER, sow sosbiosd with INETIR-
publighed by L L. Seith, Xew York. Avetralies
agwrd, Jaba dregor, 14 Uppar Dechem 0,
Serth Sard, Townavilla, Qld.)

he
el Soctaty

of Sycey

the 1057 Barld Saimaca Flotiea Conveatiam

EXDORSXES

YTha Bacisly prepessa ta arrangs far am

dnatraliss axhibif Ly the Comventiies.
isd we'll b remming & lesal conferesse
sarbier in s Fears
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